
UNDERSTANDING	JUDAISM	
from	a		

CHRISTIAN	PERSPECTIVE	



Deuteronomy	6:4-9	(Shema)	

	“Hear,	O	Israel!	The	Lord	is	our	God,	the	Lord	is	one!		
You	shall	love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your	heart		
and	with	all	your	soul	and	with	all	your	might.		
These	words,	which	I	am	commanding	you	today,	
	shall	be	on	your	heart.	You	shall	teach	them	diligently		
to	your	sons	and	shall	talk	of	them	when	you	sit	in	your		
house	and	when	you	walk	by	the	way	and	when	you	lie	
down	and	when	you	rise	up.		You	shall	bind	them	as	
a	sign	on	your	hand	and	they	shall	be	as	frontals	on		
your	forehead.	You	shall	write	them	on	the	doorposts		
of	your	house	and	on	your	gates.”	



Secular	Jew	Vs	Religious	Jew	
	

Not	all	Jews	follow	Judaism	
Jewishness	represents	a	race,	not	religion	
	

Modern	day	Judaism	Vs	Biblical	Judaism	
	

Rabbinic	Judaism	is	different	from	Priestly	Judaism	
It	is	a	religion	than	can	be	pracYced	at	home	

Branches	of	Judaism	
Orthodox	Judaism	
Reformed	Judaism	
ConservaYve	Judaism	
	
Fringe	movements	
ReconstrucYonist	Judaism	
HumanisYc	Judaism	
Hasidic/Ultra	Orthodox	Judaism	
	

Tanach	
	

	 	Torah	(The	Pentateuch)	
	 	Nevi'im	(The	Prophets)		
	 	Ketuvim	(the	wriYngs)	

	

Talmud	
	

	 	Mishna	
	 	Gamera	

	

Midrash	

Scriptures	



Religion	of	the	Covenant	
The	Abrahamic	Covenant	
God	promises	him	children,		the	land	of	Canaan	as	
their	inheritance,	and	through	them	He	would	bring	
ul9mate	blessing	to	all	na9ons	(Genesis	12:3).			
The	Mosaic	Covenant	
At	Mount	Sinai,	God	gives	them	the	Law		that	
should	govern	the	land.	
The	Davidic	Covenant	
God	promises	an	eternal	kingdom	to	King	David.		
(Psalm	89:3,4	&	2	Samuel	7:12-16)			

The	Promised	Land	

The	Jewish	Creed	
The	Thirteen	Principles	of	Faith	

Rabbi	Moses	Maimonides		
(Rambam:	Rabbi	Moshe	ben	Maimon	)	

1138	–	1204	CE	



																			The	Jewish	Life	
	

Halachah	
	
Tzedakah	
	
Mezuza		
	
Shabbat	
	
Kosher	

THE		
JEWISH	
PRAYER	



Kal	-	El	

"He	shall	build	a	house		
for	My	name,		

I	will	establish	the	throne	of		
his	kingdom	forever.			
I	will	be	his	Father,	

	and	he	shall	be	My	son.		
…	

And	your	house	and	your	kingdom		
shall	be	established	forever	before	you.		

Your	throne	shall	be	established	forever."		
	 	 	 	 		

	 	 	 	 	2	Samuel	7:13-16		



He	was	despised	and	forsaken	of	men,		
A	man	of	sorrows	and	

	acquainted	with	grief…..		
Surely	our	grief	He	Himself	bore,		
And	our	sorrows	He	carried;	….	

But	He	was	pierced	through	for	our	
transgressions,		

He	was	crushed	for	our	iniquiYes;		
The	chastening	for	our	well-being		

fell	upon	Him,		
And	by	His	scourging	we	are	healed.	

 	
		 	 	 	 	Isaiah	53	:	3	-	5 

“The	dilemma	was	solved	by	spliing		
the	person	of	the	Messiah	in	two:	one	of	them	called,		
Messiah	ben	Joseph,		
was	to	raise	the	armies	of	Israel	against	their	enemies,		
and	ajer	many	victories	and	miracles,		
would	fall	vicYm	to	Gog	and	Magog.		
The	other	Messiah	ben	David,		
will	come	ajer	him	(in	some	legends	will		
bring	him	back	to	life,	which	psychologically	hints		
at	the	idenYty	of	the	two),		
and	will	lead	Israel	to	the	ulYmate	victory,		
the	triumph,	and	the	Messianic	era	of	bliss”		
	
Raphael	Patai		
(The	Messiah	Texts)		

Dual	Role	of	The	Messiah	

Suffering	Servant					Vs					Conquering	King	
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To	Do	the	Will	of	Our	Father	in	Heaven:		
Toward	a	Partnership	between	Jews	and	ChrisYans	
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